THE GREAT STATE

and the tax - compeller, the townsman and the
King.

All written history is the story of a minority and
their peculiar and abnormal affairs. Save in so far
as it notes great natural catastrophes and tells of
the spreading or retrocession of human life through
changes of climate and physical conditions it re-
solves itself into an account of a series of attacks
and modifications and supplements made by exces-
sive and superfluous forces engendered within the
community upon the Normal Social Life. The very
invention of writing is a part of those modifying
developments. The Normal Social Life is essen-
tially illiterate and traditional. The Normal Social
Life is as mute as the standing crops; it is as sea-
sonal and cyclic as nature herself, and reaches
towards the future only an intimation of continual
repetitions.

Now this human over-life may take either benefi-
cent or maleficent or neutral aspects towards the
general life of humanity. It may present itself ats
law and pacification, as a positive addition and
superstructure to the Normal Social Life, as roads
and markets and cities, as courts and unifying
monarchies, as helpful and directing religious or-
ganisations, as literature and art and science and
philosophy, reflecting back upon the individual in
the Normal Social Life from which it arose, a gilding
and refreshment of new and wider interests and
added, pleasures and resources. One may define